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after Baptism; and in order to distinguish the converted from heathens, they were commanded to wear about their necks pieces of white wax, stamped with the figure of a lamb. This was clone in imitation of the heathenish practice of hanging amulets around the neck, as preservatives against accidents, diseases, or any sort of infection. Though the efficacy of an Agnus^ DEI has not been declared by councils, the belief in its virtues has been strongly and universally established in the church of Rome. Pope Urban V. sent to John Palcco-logus, emperor of the Greeks, an Agnus folded in fine paper, on which were written verses explaining all its properties. These verses declare that the Agnus is formed of balm and wax mixed with chrism, and that being consecrated "by mystical words, it possessed the power of removing thunder, and dispersing storms, of giving to women with child an easy delivery, of preventing shipwreck, taking away sin, repelling the devil, increasing riches, and of securing against fire.
ALB. A very ancient vestment of the church. It was made of white linen, and generally bound with a girdle of the same. The Alb is directed by the Ritual of the Church of England to be used by Bishop, Presbyters, and Deacons in celebrating the Eucharist.
ALBIG-ENSES. Certain heretics who sprung up in the twelfth century. They received their name from a town in Aquitain, called Albigia or Alby, where their errors were first condemned in a council held in the year 1176. The Albigenses grew so formidable, that the Catholics agreed upon a holy league or crusade against them. Pope Innocent III., desirous to put a stop to their progress, stirred up the great men of the kingdom to make war upon them. After suffering from their persecutors, they dwindled by little and little, till the time of the Reformation; when such of them as were left, fell in with the Vaudois, and conformed to the doctrine of Zuinglius, and the disciples of Geneva. The Albigenses have been frequently confounded with the Waldenses; from whom it is said they differ in many respects, both as being prior to them in point of time, as having their origin in a different country, and as being charged with divers heresies, particularly Manicheism, from which the Waldenses were exempt.